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fortitude and resignation. . . . Lady Sutherland1 is
the principal figure in the group. Campbell is on duty,
and is supposed by many to be successful. The Coopers
are not indifferent spectators, and do what they can for
their absent principal. Hugh Scott shoves himself in
for a dance or so, and Mr. Scott of Harden spares no
assiduity with grandmamma. . . . Lady Wallace is as
entertaining as ever, but is two years older. The
Duchess of Hamilton2 against the field in my mind.
There is nothing more perfectly like a gentlewoman
than herself.'

1 Edinburgh: My 28,1782.

c" Populous cities please me best, and the busy hum
of men." ... I have been asked by Lady Alva3 to
dance with Lady Sutherland, by way of a bugaboo to
keep off others; but I preferred war's alarum. I have
been at the camp two days; and at the Bass catching
solan geese.'

From Edinburgh Sir Gilbert proceeded to visit his
property in Fife and Angus, and while so doing he
caught a severe cold, which was followed by symptoms
sufficiently alarming to make an immediate journey to

*  Elizabeth, Countess of Sutherland in her ovn right, married 1785
to the Marquis of Stafford, created 1833 Duke of Sutherland

*  Elizabeth Anna, daughter of Peter Burrell, Esq., married to the
eighth Duke of Hamilton.   The marriage was dissolved in 1794.

8 Lady Alva, wife of Charles Erskine of Tinwald and Alva, a Lord
of Session and Lord Justice-Clerk; by a previous marriage "with William
Maxwell, Esq. of Preatoun, die was the maternal grandmother of Lady
Sutherland.